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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The following listing of claims replaces all prior listings, and all prior versions, 



I. (Canceled) 
9.-10. (Canceled) 

I I . (Withdrawn) A discarded article treatment processing method, 
comprising the steps of: 

treating the discarded article on the basis of a selected treatment procedure 
for segregating harmful or hazardous material to be separated; 

monitoring a situation in which said discarded article is being treated and 
checking whether the relevant work has been completed or will be able to be 
performed in conformance with the selected treatment procedure through the 
medium of a detecting means; 

reading out, from Information conceming said discarded article, alternative 
treatment procedures serving a same purpose as said selected treatment procedure 
in case it is decided that said treating situation suffers abnormality; 

selecting practicable alternative treatment procedures capable of toeing 
carried out by facilities Installed in a treatment-entrusted factory which is in charge of 
treatment of said discarded article; 

generating another separation method or procedure for segregating harmful 
or hazardous material to be separated by cutting said discarded article; 



of claims in the application. 
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comparing the practicable alternative treatment procedures and another 
separation procedure with one another and determining the most inexpensive 
procedure; and 

treating said discarded article on the basis of said determined treatment 
procedure. 

12. (Currently Amended) A discarded article treatment processing method, 
comprising the steps of: 

treating the discarded article on the basis of a selected treatment procedure 
for separating parts incapable of being treated by facilities Installed in a treatment- 
entrusted factory which Is In charge of treatment of said discarded art5clei_or_for 
segregatina harm.fuLor_hazardous material to be separated: 

monitoring a situation in whidi said discarded article is being treated and 
checking whether relevant work has been completed or will be able to be performed 
in conformance with the selected treatment procedure through a medium of a 
detecting means; 

reading out, from information oonceming ca i d drccardod artic l e, alternat i v e 
troatmont proc e dures s e rv i ng for a sam e purpos e as sa i d col o ct od treatment 
p ro cod b ffo - and information concorn i ng fac il ities r e quired for o x o cut ing oa i d 
alt e rnativ e tr ea4meHt-&FOGedufe &separation procedures for taking out the parts, 
harmful or hazardous materia! from the discarded article, the information concerning 
the facility or equipment demanded for the execution of the separation procedures 
and the infonnation concemino equipment orfadlities installed in the treatment- 
entrusted factory , in case it is decided that said treating situation suffers abnormality; 
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sQ i octina determining an alternative treatment procedure copoblo of being 
carriod out by facU i ti es4 notQ ll cxl i n tho trootment - entrusted factory from th e 
i nformat i on corio e rning th e facil i ti e s in s-taU od in the treatm e nt -e ntru s t ed factory and 
the i nformation concom i ng the faci l ities r e quir e d for e x e cu ttf»g oa i d alt e rnat i v e 
troatmont proc e dures: and servlno for a same purpose as selected treatment 
procedure on the basis of the information acquired in the reading out steo: 

determining the position or location at or along which the parts, harmful or 
hazardous material can be cut and separated from said discarded article without 
being impaired on the basis of the location information and the dimensional 
information conceminq the parts, harmful or hazardous material, in case it is decided 
that the candidate for the alternative treatment procedure is not found: 

treating said discarded artide in accordance with said co l octod detemiined 
alternative treatment procedure or separating the parts, harmful or hazardous 
material bv cutting . 

13. (Withdrawn) A discarded article treatment processing method as set forth 
in claim 12, 

wherein said fadlity information required for executing said alternative 
treatment procedure contains information concerning facility operating costs; 

said step of selecting said treatment procedure indudes the steps of; 

determining, arithmetically, overall operating costs involved in carrying out 
said alternative treatment procedures, respectively; and 

selecting an alternative treatment procedure which is lowest with regards to 
said overall operating cost determined arithmetically. 

-4- 



PAGE 7/15 ' RCVD AT 4/4/2007 7:25:17 PM [Eastern DayGght Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-111 1 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSiD:7033126666 ' DURATION (min-ss):04-04 



.04/04/2007 



19:22 FAl 7033126666 



31008/015 



Docket No. 500.36322CX1 
Serial No. 09/621,054 
Qffice Action dated Ootober 4. 2006 

14. (Withdrawn) A discarded article treatment processing method, comprising 
the steps of: 

treating the discarded article on the basis of a selected treatment procedure 
for segregating variable things to be separated; 

monitoring situation in which said discarded article is being treated and 
checking whether relevant work has been completed or will be able to be performed 
in conformance with the selected treatment procedure through a medium of a 
detecting means; 

reading out, from information concerning said discarded article, alternative 
treatment procedures serving for a same purpose as said selected treatment 
procedure in case it is decided that said treating situation suffers abnormality; 

comparing information conceming the purchase prices of the variable things 
with the cost involved in the separation treatments according to said alternative 
treatment procedures; 

selecting an alternative treatment procedure which can ensure highest profit; 

and 

treating safd discarded article on the basis of said selected alternative 
treatment procedure. 

15. (New) A discarded article treatment processing method as set forth in 
claim 12, 

wherein the detecting means monitors a screw loosing torque and detects that 
the screw cannot be separated even with a screw loosing torque of magnitude 
greater than a predetermined value. 
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